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Harrison: Deszgns N. Y. Skyline

* of steel, concrete and glass

_ feller Center, Idlewlld Airport

! sequently became
- America’s foremost architects,
. Instead of harvesting corn or

l*‘muy NINE years g0,

when he was fourteen and
looking for a ‘ob., Wailace K.
Harrison was told by a War-
cester, Mass., contractor:
“don't be a damn fool, son.
Go into farming.”

Mr. Harrison decldéd to
be “a damn fool” and con-
one ' of

potatoes, he reaped a crop
which has left a lasting im-
preasion on vae skyline of New
York. For among his accom-
Itishments in the last three
decades, Mr. Harrison can
point with pride to the United
Nations’ Secretariat, Rocke-

and the 1939 World's Falr
trvlon and perisphere.

Aud now he has taken on
i task of designing “a new
American  landmark,” the
Lincaln Center for the. Per-
formung Arts on Manhattan’s
West side. Not only s he
acting as co-ordinating arch-
itnet for the center, but he
i:, designing the new 3,800~
seat Metropolitan  Opera
ilouse within the project.
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R. HARRISON received
his education “by ab-
wption" for he left school
foqrtecn to work, picking
‘he three R's as he went
:-‘ ., mostly in night school.
4. 1 incteen, he secured a job
«7 o Junior draftsman with
Af-Knn, Mead & White bv
triling the boss he would work

' {1 nothing. Two weeks later

he receiyed hus first salary,

C$20 a weok. .

After smvmcx 45 an mmu !
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Wallace K. H‘q\r.x_"i_@n

Now ne heads five of the
nation's fincst architects to
draw up the plans for the
$75.000.006 Lincoln Center,
situated between 62d and 66th
8ts. and Broadway, Amster-
dam and Columbus Aves. His
biggest problem ts how to fit
fatter Americans into the
same size seats in the new

Metropolitan Opers House., |
Mr. Harrison has his offices
t 630 Fifth Ave. and com-
tes each day from hy
‘R, F. D. home in Huntingten '
L. I. He married the former
Eller Milton in 1928 and they .

PETER D. FRANKLIN. 4

in World War I, he studied
architecture at Ecole des
Beaux Arts in Paris and other
European schools an a two-
year Rotch Travellng scholar-
ship. In 1927 Mr. Harrison
joined the firm of Corbett,
Harrison & MacMurray and
promptly ‘landed one of-the

six architectural jobs on the

Rockefeller Center project.
Having made his mark, he
formed his own firm with
Max Abramovitz, his current
partner, and in 1936 recelved

the- contract to design the .

theme edifice for the World's
Fiir. One thousand * and
tlirty-siz: designs later, he
came .up with the famous
trylon and perisphere, but he

M was heartsick when the fair

divéctors cut dcwn the latter
structure twenty feet.
L] L] L]

URING World War II, he

served as deputy tu Gov-
ernor-elect Nelson A. Rocke-
feller in the Office of the
to-Ordinator of Inter-Ameri-
can Affairs. Then came his
biggest job, to formulate &

capitol in New York as the
United Nations director of
Plarning.-

“We set out to build not
a monument-but a workshop
for world peace,’ Mr. Harri-
sonn sald. “ang we tried to
make it the best damn work-
shop we could.” He headed a
ten-nation board which de-
sipned a revolutionarv office
bu:lding whieh i a vwdow-

design for a permanent world,
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